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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Happy 2012 to all.  I hope everyone is doing well.  The 
Games are beginning very soon and I am excited to start 
packing for the fun.  I hope to see you all at some of them 
this year.  The Woodland games in the Sacramento area is 
always our "kick off", general meeting and election or 
renewal of officers.  As in the past, this will be the case this 
year.  There will be new positions up for election, so please 
start to consider who you would like to fill the following 
positions.  Secretary...Thank you Roy Manning (dad) for 
your work and dedication to the Clan.  This position will 
need someone who will take notes at all meetings, type 
them and email or send hard copies to all Council 
members.  Also, other tasks may be asked of you by the 
President or Vice-President. 
 
I am also going to officially resign from Clan President.  
As of now, our Clan Vice-President is filling this position for 
me.  Thank you Alice Duncan.  Thank you John Duncan for 
your many years of dedication, (no he doesn’t get to resign 
from Treasurer, haha).  I have enjoyed the time I have 
spent working with you both, you have taught me many 
things.  I hope to stay on Council and continue helping 
where I can. 
 
This position is bigger than it looks from the outside.  
Please consider who you would like to fill this position with 
the following in mind:  It takes time, you need to be 
available, to email letters and answer questions and have 
details for requests from Scotland.  The internet is a must 
as this is the way we communicate with others and around 
the world.  There are meetings, lots of communication and 
deadlines.  It is a great feeling to help lead a great group of 
people.  Good luck to the next President. 
 
Please, respond to Alice Duncan’s request for a place for 
the meeting and help support her with your attendance and 
ways to continue improving our Clan.  I am excited to see 
what is in store for us this coming season. 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you all.   
See you soon.  …Michelle Andersen, Northern California 
Clan Donnachaidh President 

FROM VICE PRESIDENT, ALICE DUNCAN 
 
Hello Everyone!  Can't wait for this Scottish Highland 
Games and Gathering season to begin for 2012!  Let's get 
out the kilts and dresses, sashes and hose, dust them off 
and come have fun with the Clan!  We always have people 
in the tent area and you can visit, share information, and 
have a snack and a cold drink!  Let's all bring a chair and a 
little something to share and make this season the best yet! 
I look forward to meeting new members and seeing my old 
friends.  …Alice Duncan (Rookwood) Donnachaidh, Mac 
Donnachaidh, Vic Donnachaidh VP, Clan Donnachaidh 
Northern Branch 
 
FROM TREASURER, JOHN DUNCAN 
  
If you have not done it yet, this is a good time to renew 
your annual membership in Clan Donnachaidh.  Attached 
to this newsletter is the 2012 Membership Renewal form. 
Please fill it out and send it to the following address: 
Clan Donnachaidh, 110 San Benito Ave., Aptos, CA 95003  
Do it now, before you forget! 
 
2012 GAMES AND FESTIVALS CALENDAR 
 
With Clan Branch Participation 
Apr 28-29:  Sacramento Valley Scottish Games & 
Gathering, Yolo County Fairgrounds, Woodland; 
http://saccallie.org 
 
Jul 7-8:  Monterey Highland Games & Celtic Festival, Toro 
County Park; http://www.montereyscotgames.com 
 
Sep 1-2:  Caledonian Club of SF Highland Games, 
Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton; 
http://www.caledonian.org 
 
Other Games and Festivals 
Mar. 9-11:  Sonora Celtic Faire, Mother Lode Fairgrounds, 
Sonora; http://www.calaverascelticfaire.com 
 
Apr. 14:  Tartan Day 2012, Ardenwood Historic Farm, 
Fremont; http://www.ebparks.org/activities/events 
 
May 12:  Campbell Highland Games & Celtic Festival; 
http://www.campbellgames.com 
 
Jun. 2:  Modesto Highland Games, Toulumne River 
Regional Park; http://www.standrewsmodesto.org 
 
Jun. 16-17:  Loch Lomond Highland Games (with Scottish 
Renaissance Festival), Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds, 
Watsonville; http://www.lochlomondceltic.org/games 
 
Sep. 15:  Fresno Highland Gathering & Games; 
http://www.scottishsociety.org/ 
 
TBD (Sep. ?):  Dixon Scottish Games & Gathering, 
Fairgrounds; http://www.scotsindixon.org/dsca/games.html 
 
Clan Branch Social Activities 
TBD:  Branch AGM, Location TBA 
 
Jun 23:  Clan Donnachaidh AGM, Pitlochry Area, Scotland  
 
Sep. 1:  Picnic, Alameda County Fairgrounds (camping 
area) 
 
Nov/Dec:  Branch Winter Meeting & Dinner, Location TBA 

 



Note:  The following article is taken from 
www.donnachaidh.com.  The full article found on the 
website also contains a proxy form, as proxy voting is 
allowed. 
 
John and Janet Duncan expect to attend the AGM in June, 
and have said that if any member of our Clan branch 
wishes to have the Duncan’s vote for them, then you can 
send John an email.  Or, you can print the proxy form from 
the website, and mail it in. 
 
CLAN GATHERING AND AGM 
JUNE 20 - 24, 2012 
From Ginnie Wilkie, Clan Secretary 
 
The Annual General Meeting will be held at 2pm on 
Saturday 23 June, 2012 in Killiecrankie Hall. 
 
The Hall is situated in the village of Killiecrankie and is the 
last building on the left as you travel south towards 
Pitlochry or the first on the right as you enter the village 
from the south.  There is limited parking at the hall but extra 
parking is available at the Killiecrankie Visitors Centre 300 
yards south of the hall. 
 
Other planned Events for the extended weekend are: 
 
Wednesday June 20: 
6.30pm, Welcome Reception at Westlands Hotel, Pitlochry. 
 
Thursday June 21: 
9.30am – 5.30pm,  Meet at Fishers Hotel, Pitlochry for a 
Coach tour to Scone Palace near Perth (admission £8.50 
or £7.20 for Seniors).  Cost of coach will be approximately 
£8.00 per person. 
 
Friday June 22 : 
(Morning is free time)  Afternoon outing to Auchleeks 
Gardens with tea and scones.  Cost £12. 
 
Saturday June 23 
2pm, Society Annual General Meeting in Killiecrankie Hall.  
Refreshments provided.  And, 
 
7:15pm, the Chief’s Reception and Dinner at the Westlands 
Hotel in Pitlochry followed by entertainment and some 
dancing. 
 
Sunday June 24th: 
12:30pm, Church Service at Struan Kirk, led by Clan 
Chaplain.  And, 
 
4pm, DNA meeting in The Tryst, Pitlochry. 
  
Prior notice would be appreciated if you wish to attend the 
Clan Dinner and any of the events. 
 
Please e-mail or write to the Clan Centre before June 1st 
in order that a place may be reserved for you, and if you 
require transport to any or all of these events, please 
contact us at the Clan Centre (01796 483338). 
 
Pitlochry Tourist Centre email is 
pitlochry@visitscotland.com  if you wish to contact them for 
room bookings in the town.  There is information on our 
website:  www.donnachaidh.com 

…continued, above right 

Please email us:  secretaryclandonna@btconnect.com  or 
telephone:  01796 483770, or return the form below: 
 
We know it is difficult to send us money from abroad, so we 
are happy to accept your credit card in the Clan shop, or 
cash, when you arrive. 
 
PLEASE RETURN  the following form by June 2012 
(with money enclosed)  TO : 
 
CLAN DONNACHAIDH CENTRE, 
BRUAR 
PERTHSHIRE  PH18 5TW 
UK 
 
 
 
NAME AND ADDRESS : 
 
…………………………………………………………………... 
 
…………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Email :  
 
……………………………………………………………………  
 
 
 
PAYMENT TO Clan Donnachaidh 
Society  

HOW MANY 
PEOPLE ? 

 
Coach trip to Scone Palace.  £8 per 
person plus admission to be paid on 
the coach. 
 

 

 
Coach tour to Auchleeks Gardens with 
tea:  £12 per person 
 

 

 
Chief’s Reception and Dinner at 
7.15pm in Westlands Hotel, 
Pitlochry.  Cost £30 per person 
 

 



PLACES OF INTEREST TO CLAN DONNACHAIDH 
IN PERTHSHIRE 
By Judy Hardin Harkin, Journey Home Consultant 
 
Loch Rannoch: This is the historic home of our clan.  Drive 
to Kinloch Rannoch, a small village at the foot of the loch.  
Buy “The Clans of Rannoch Trail” at the Spar store or other 
local business, and use it to follow the trail around the loch 
that was home to seven clans, including the Robertsons.  
There are green markers around the loch that correspond 
with the Clan Guide.  Be sure to stop at each and read the 
sign boards as they include information on each clan.  It’s 
best to go the north side first, starting with the MacDonalds. 
 
Rannoch Station:  While following the Clan Trail around 
Loch Rannoch, at the Bridge of Gaur, take the road to 
Rannoch Station. It is literally “the end of the road”.  Here 
you can catch the West Highland Line that crosses the 
heart of Rannoch Moor to Ft. William 35 miles away.  
Undiscovered Scotland gives this information: “The West 
Highland line began in 1889.  Covering a distance of 101 
miles from the Firth of Clyde to Fort William this is the 
longest stretch of railway ever to be constructed at one 
time.  It was also one of the most difficult.  It took 5000 men 
five years to build, and the line was built on top of a floating 
cause-way of brushwood over Rannoch Moor.  The 
stations along the line, including that at Rannoch, were 
designed by the architect James Miller.”  From the 1st of 
March until October 31, the Tea Room is open serving 
soups, sandwiches and desserts.  Maps, etc.  can also be 
purchased there.  Check out the informational displays in 
the former waiting room before you leave.  Return to Loch 
Rannoch and continue to follow the Clan Trail. 
 
Schiehallion, The Fairy Mountain of the Caledonians: 
 

 
 
Caledonia is the Roman name for Scotland.  If you haven’t 
“bagged“ a Munro yet, Schiehallion is a great first at 3,553 
ft.  There is a car park at the Braes of Foss.  Climb from the 
East side and go up to the North flank of the ridge at the 
top.  This mountain has a long tradition of being the home 
of fairies and has many tales associated with them.  It also 
was used to “weigh the earth” in 1774 by a scientific team 
led by the Astronomer Royal.  Donnachaidh consider it 
“their” ancestral mountain. 
 
Calvine and Struan: The Clan’s Kirk is at Struan. In the 
churchyard are the graves of several Donnachaidh Chiefs, 
including the father of our present Chief.  Also is in this 
area are the Struan Bridges.  They are quite unique — a 
road bridge crossing over a river and a railway bridge 
crossing over both road bridge and river — such a bridge is 
found nowhere else.  It crosses over the River Garry. 

Killiecrankie:  The pass controlled a crucial north-south 
route through the Highlands.  The Battle of Killiecrankie 
was fought here July 27, 1689.  Although vastly 
outnumbered, the Highlanders won a great victory.  The 
Visitors Center has information on the battle as well as the 
natural flora and fauna.  It is a beautiful place to visit in its 
own right.  The Clan’s Annual General Meeting is held at 
Killiecrankie Hall each year. 
 
Clan Donnachaidh Museum and Gift Shop:  Located at 
Bruar.  The museum has been expanded and holds many 
Clan artifacts.  The gift shop offers books about the Clan as 
well as clan-specific items, fine jewelry and tartan gift 
selections. www.donnachaidh.com  Also at Bruar: The Falls 
of Bruar are quite beautiful and are an easy walk.  The 
House of Bruar has a very nice café with a good selection 
of food at fair prices. 
 
Also at Bruar is a statue of a lone piper.  The inscription 
reads “ A Tribute to the Achievements and Sacrifices of all 
Units of the 51st Highland Division and to the Glorious 
Story of Our Highland Regiments. Erected by WWII 
Veterans In Memory of Fallen Comrades.”  It stands on 
land donated by the Clan. 
 

The Lone Piper at Bruar 
  

 
 
 
Aberfeldy:  Although  this village, which is situated on the 
River Tay, (Scotland’s longest river), has no Clan 
connection, it does have some interesting sites.  The iconic 
Wade Bridge was built in 1733 and is still in use today (one 
lane crossing at a time).  The Black Watch Memorial is at 
Aberfeldy on the southern side of Wade’s Bridge.  Six 
independent companies were raised here in 1725.  Robbie 
Burns wrote a poem in 1787 celebrating the beauty of the 
Falls of Moness, which are just outside the village.   
www.aberfeldy.co.uk  
  
Approximately 4 miles from Aberfeldy on the A827 and just 
before you come to Loch Tay, you will find Croft Moraig, 
one of the most complete standing stone circles in 
Scotland.  The circle is in a pasture at the side of a farm 
house and entry is via a sheep gate. 
  
The Crannog Center:  For an idea how our ancestors lived 
2600 years ago, visit this authentic reproduction of an Iron 
Age loch dwelling located on Loch Tay.   
www.crannog.co.uk  
 



Dunkeld Cathedral has a Clan connection through the 
maternal side of the Clan, but it is well worth a visit in its 
own right.  This information is taken from 
www.explorescotland.net   “The c. 13th choir of the 
cathedral is used as the parish church.  Through the church 
in the c.15th century sacristy there is a small museum. The 
Cathedral Tower was built in 1469.  There are some rare 
Medieval carved stones, and also a stone from the first 
church, showing a man on horseback blowing a horn and 
holding a spear. 
 
“Behind the High Altar, you will find King Robert II’s son,  
the Wolf of Badenoch who was excommunicated  by  the  
Pope  and  in  a  rage  burned down the towns of Elgin  and 
Forres, destroying Elgin Cathedral in 1390.  He was forced 
to make public penance in sackcloth and ashes at 
Blackfriars Monastery in Perth in front of his brother, King 
Robert III.”  You met the Wolf along the Clan Trail at Loch 
Rannoch as he invaded the land in the 14th century and 
established a Stewart stronghold next to the Robertsons. 
 
Dunkeld Cathedral www.dunkeldcathedral.org.uk 
 

 
  
 
Not Clan related, but interesting places if you have the time 
include:  The Hermitage:  On the banks of the River Braan, 
it has drawn people to its woodland walks along the river 
banks for nearly 250 years.  The pictur- esque folly, 
Ossian’s Hall, perches over the river. 
 
The Pitlochry and Moulin Heritage Centre:  In the village 
of Moulin on the Braemar Rd. just outside Pitlochry.  
Exhibits and interesting displays of historic interest are on 
view together with the facility to research your family history 
and roots.  The graveyard contains a Crusader’s  grave 
and the Jong Tree — legend has it to be the hanging tree. 
For opening times, etc., go to www.moulinkirk.co.uk  
 
A great source for information is Undiscovered Scotland at  
www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk  
 

 

 
Northern CA Clan Donnachaidh Board of Officers 
 
President - Michelle Andersen:  
celticmamabear4(at)aol.com 
 
Vice President - Alice Duncan:  
alice.duncan(at)comcast.net 
 
Treasurer - John Duncan:  jnjduncan(at)yahoo.com  
 
Secretary - Roy Manning:  roymmanning(at)yahoo.com 
 
Clan Council Members 
 
Sara Jane Aseltine:  awa(at)lostsierra.net  
 
James M. Brandmueller:  jbrandmu(at)nvbell.net  
 
Larry Carter:  ltcarter(at)nemurikuma.com 
 
Anne Louise Collier:  (831) 384-7721 
 
Janet Duncan:  jnjduncan(at)yahoo.com  
 
Frank Espana:  mrhfje(at)msn.com  
 
John Hassenplug:  hassenplug1(at)comcast.net 
 
Gwen Piercy:  (707) 745-2030 
 
Wesley Reed:  zandddad(at)msn.com  
 
Donald Roberts:  trailleg(at)comcast.net 
 
James Robertson:  jmrobertson2(at)sbcglobal.net  
 
Newsletter 
 
Peggy Reid:  phr07(at)aol.com 

 
 

NEXT NEWSLETTER - JUNE 1 
 

Newsletters are published on/about the first of:  March, 
June, September, December.  Three weeks before each 
publishing date, I will ask for input (or, you can email or 
mail input to me, anytime).  Thank you, Peggy Reid, 1510 
Topanga Lane, #202, Lincoln, CA. 95648;  916-209-3347



CLAN DONNACHAIDH SOCIETY 
The Northern California Branch 

Web site:  http://www.donnachaidhnorcal.com/ 
 

2012 Annual Membership Renewal 
 

Note:  please print and complete this renewal form, and 
mail it in with your check to the address below, right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our annual membership subscriptions are renewable 
as of January 1st, in accordance with the following 
schedule: 
 
 

 $35.00 --- Individual membership 
             

   #  ______  x $35.00 = $  _________ 
     
 
 

 $10.00 --- Branch only with Life or 5-year 
memberships * 

    
   #  ______  x $10.00 = $  _________ 
 
     
 

 $10.00 --- Branch only Associate membership 
    
   #  ______  x $10.00 = $  _________ 
 
 
 
*  Life or 5-year members please indicate your 

Society membership number ______________ 

 
 
Any member wishing to give a (personal) tax 
deductible contribution to our Clan Society and/or 
Museum projects, may do so by sending a check 
payable to: The Atholl Rannoch Society.  Please 
enclose any such checks with your renewal form.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Name:   
 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:   
 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone No:   
 
(______)_________________________ 
 
 
Email address:   
 
________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please make check payable to: 

 
C.D.S., No. Calif. Branch 
 
 
Please mail Renewal form and check to: 

 
Clan Donnachaidh 
110 San Benito Avenue 
Aptos, CA  95003 

 
 

THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH WAS 

ORGANIZED IN 1980 TO FOSTER THE HIGHLAND 

SPIRIT, CULTURE AND TRADITIONS. THE 

SOCIETY REPRESENTS THE CLAN AT MOST 

HIGHLAND GAMES AND GATHERINGS IN 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, PUBLISHES A 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER, AND HOLDS DINNERS 

AND EVENTS FOR MEMBERS.  

 


